Henry Purcell
Henry Purcell was born in 1659 in Westminster, London. His father, Henry Purcell, was a gentleman of the Chapel Royal.1 After his death in 1664, young Henry Purcell was placed under the guardianship of his uncle, Thomas Purcell. Through him the boy was admitted to the Chapel Royal as a chorister and studied under Pelham Humfrey, a pupil of Lully.
The talented boy started composing music at the age of 9. In 1676 he was appointed copyist at Westminster Abbey and in the same year he composed the music to the works by Dryden and Shadwell. These were followed by the music to Mrs. Behn’s tragedy “Abdelazor”, and in 1678 by an overture and masque for Shadwell’s version of Shakespeare’s “Timon of Athens”. The excellence of these compositions is proved by the fact that they contain songs and choruses which never fail to please,2 even at the present day.
He continued to write songs and anthems, till in 1680, at the age of 21, he was appointed organist of 'Westminster Abbey- the most honourable position an English artist could occupy at that time. He now devoted himself almost entirely to the composition of sacred music, and for six years severed his connection with the theatre.
The composition of his opera “Dido and Aeneas”, which forms a very important landmark in the history of English dramatic music, has been attributed to this period. It is a musical drama in the strictest sense of the term, a genuine opera, in which the action is entirely carried 6n in recitative, without a word of spoken dialogue; and the music is of the most genial character, full of inspiration, overflowing with spontaneous - melody, and in every respect immensely in advance of his age. It never found its way to the theatre, though it was very popular among private circles.
In 1682 Purcell was appointed organist of the Chapel Royal. His first printed composition, “Twelve Sonatas”, was published in 1683.
In 1685 the composer wrote two of his finest anthems “”I was Glad and “My Heart is Inditing”, for the coronation of James II. In 1687 he resumed his connection with the theatre by scoring the music to Dryden’s tragedy “Tyrannic Love”. In 1693 he wrote the songs for Dryden’s version of Shakespeare’s “The Tempest”; next year he produced his dramatic masterpiece “King Arthur”, also written by Dryden.
But Purcell’s greatest work is undoubtfully his Te Deum and “Jubilate”, written for St. Cecilia’s Day, 1694, the first English “Te Deum” composed with orchestral accompaniment. In this work Purcell was so far in advance of his age that it was annually performed in St. Paul’s Cathedral till 1712 In the years to come it was given alternately with the similar creation of Handel. Purcell did not long survive the production of this great work. He died on the 21st of November, 1695, and was buried under the organ in Westminster Abbey. His widow published a number of his works including the now famous collection of songs called “Orpheus Britannicus”.
Besides the operas already mentioned, Purcell wrote “Don Quixote”, “The Indian Queen” and others, a vast quantity of sacred music, and numerous odes, cantatas and other pieces.
Notes
1. a gentleman of the Chapel Royal – член придворной капеллы
[bookmark: _GoBack]2. which never fail to please – которыми нельзя не наслаждаться
Exercise 1: Прочтите и переведите текст.
Exercise 2: Составьте к тексту 12 вопросов.
Exercise 3: Подготовьте краткий пересказ текста (12-15 предложений)




